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GDWG presents: The Longest Day
On Thursday 2st June, ‘The
Longest Day’ is coming to The
Hawth theatre in Crawley.
Don’t miss it! Sheila Hancock is
coming back from France especially to attend. This is a celebration of Refugee Week also
raising awareness of detention
issues.
Where else could you find an
evening of music, comedy, drama, dance, poetry, and art
(with a few serious bits too!)…
something for everyone – so

bring friends and family and join local refugee and community
groups celebrating diversity and the positive contributions that
refugees make to our
lives.
Those who heard Sheila Hancock at the 15th Birthday
gathering of GDWG will remember her passion and direct appeal. She will be joined by comedian Steve Punt (of the R4 ‘Now
Show’), writer Michael Rosen,
hip hop poet and performer Inua Ellams
(recently performing at
The National Theatre)
and social poet and
songwriter Attila the
Stockbroker.
There will be ‘up and
coming’ artists appearing alongside contributions from local
schools. Performers
have come to Brook
House and Tinsley
House to visit detainees
and GDWG have run
workshops and given
talks in the schools taking part.

Sheila Hancock will be flying in especially
for the event

From the moment you enter the
Hawth for the 7.30pm start, foyer art and music will entertain
you; art by detainees in Tinsley
House and by children in Crawley Junior and Secondary
schools. This is an event that
aims to build links between
GDWG and the local community,
between different community
groups and between local people
and those in the invisible world
of detention.
Tickets are selling fast so go to
The Hawth online and book
yours today. The Hawth is a
twenty minute stroll from Three
Bridges Station and the theatre
has extensive free parking. See
you there!
Anna Pincus
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Children in need:
A phone call to the office last
week alerting us to a young ex
-detainee Nigerian mother
placed by Social Services in a
Gatwick Travelodge with
premature twins and no basic
baby ‘gear’ such as nappies,
brought to mind The Children’s Society report ‘I don’t
feel human: experiences of
destitution among young refugees and migrants’.

Report highlights issue of destitution
among young refugees

practitioner highlights that a
number of lone mothers supported won’t eat so that their
childen can have food. The
practitioner says ‘ it’s all
about survival. I can’t comprehend how people can
survive’. Between April and
September 2011 more than
a third (34 %) of young refugees supported by The Children’s Society New Londoners project were destitute.

The Children’s Society reveals
the extent of vulnerable young
people who are homeless and
hungry and forced to resort to
desperate measures in order
to survive. Their report sets
out that children are growing
up in households without food,
heating, or toys and, indeed,
the Nigerian mother we supported was subsequently
moved to accommodation in
London without a working
heater.
The report by Ilona Pinter,
based on a consultation with
practitioners from the Children’s Society’s refugee and
migrant projects, concludes
that ‘we have seen instances
in all cases where the government’s treatment of asylum
seekers and refused asylum
seekers falls below the requirements of the common
law of humanity and international human rights law’. The
report includes case studies of
young people and families
they have supported and one

Photograph modelled for The Children’s Society | © Laurence Dutton

Many visitors will have had
contact with ex-detainees
who find it difficult to survive
using the Azure card which
replaced the voucher system
in 2009 as a payment card
limited to a few supermarkets. The card cannot be exchanged for cash or used to
pay for public transportation
and without cash families
cannot pay for travel to see
their legal advisers or attend
essential health appointments. The report recom-

mends a cash-based support
system for asylum seekers
and those refused asylum at
the level of income support for
children under 18 in order that
no child has to survive below
an acceptable level.
A key conclusion to ‘I don’t
feel human’ is that permission
to work should be granted to
asylum seeking parents and
young adults if their claim for
asylum has not been concluded within six months to help
ensure that children are not
growing up in destitution. Refused asylum seekers who
temporarily cannot be returned to their country of
origin through no fault of their
own should also be allowed to
work. The report recommends
child poverty statistics should
be compiled for asylumseeking and migrant children
in order to monitor destitution
from immigration and that asylum, refugee and immigrant
children should be included in
child poverty strategies. The
Children’s Society Policy Director Enver Solomon summarised ‘We estimate that
thousands of children exist in
the shadows of our communities, having their lives damaged by an approach that irresponsibly prioritises immigration control above the best interests of children’.
Anna Pincus
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Blocked in:

The use of the separation unit in Brook House
criticised by latest HMIP report

In the most recent HMIP report on Brook House released in February this
year, the use of the Care
and Separation Unit (CSU)
is heavily criticised as illegitimate and excessive.
This finding largely echoes
what we have been hearing
for some time from detainees held at Brook House.
Many detainees feel that
the decision to be put into
the unit is often made unfairly and is a disproportionate and punitive response to fairly minor infractions.

ous mental health issues.

Detainees are held in the
CSU (or “the Block” as it is
commonly known in Brook
House) under Rule 40 - removal from association,
Rule 42 - temporary confinement, and sometimes
Rule 15- certification of accommodation, where people are usually held for
health reasons, or because
the accommodation on the
wing is not deemed appropriate by centre staff.
HMIP found that actions
carried out under Rule 40
and Rule 42 were satisfactory and that generally people were not held in for extended periods of time.
However under Rule 15 the
findings were not so positive and mirrored concerns
we have long had about
people being held in isolation, sometimes with seri-

People are sometimes held
in the CSU when they present a high risk of suicide
or self-harm. HMIP described these as “stark and
depressing environments”,
no place for people with
mental health concerns. It
is claimed the reason that
people with mental health

issues are placed in the isolation unit is because their
behaviour on the wings is
unmanageable, but the report outlined how this practice was essentially damaging to already fragile mental
health.
We have also heard reports
of age disputed minors being held in the separation
unit under Rule 15. It was
noted in the report that one
child had been held in isolation before February, and
since then we have heard of
three more cases. Of these,
one young person was
moved to Tinsley assessed
as 18, another we lost contact with and the last one
was released aged 16 into

social services care after
spending 4 days in the separation unit. When it comes
to age disputed minors, the
CSU is used because the
wings are not considered
appropriate places for children to be, although of
course UKBS policy states
that unaccompanied children should not be in an
IRC in the first place.
Since the HMIP report there
have been small improvements in regards to the use
of the separation unit, and a
reduction of people held
there under Rule 15. Also,
the report highlighted that
large numbers of people
were held in isolation before removal and that this
was bad practice. In order
to tackle this issue people
who are going to be removed are now taken to the
newly-designated “E
block”, which is next door
to the separation unit (and
used to be part of it), but
unlike the separation unit
cell doors are not locked
and people have their mobile phones with them. We
are hopeful that in due
course the other concerns
that arose around the use
of the separation unit will
be addressed, and that this
goes a little way to improving the lives of people detained at Brook House.
Sarah Pailthorpe
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Detainees’Pages
I have been detained in Brook
House for two years now and
started a job of Safer Community Orderley. The UK has been
my home since 1973 so I know
all about Britain and the culture
here. I think I was given this job
as the officers believe I am a
trustworthy person. I’m here for
detainees own safety. My uniform is a dark red shirt that has
my job title on and I carry a pass
that allows me to go onto all of
the wings in Brook House.
From time to time, an officer
calls me to talk to new people
who come to the centre. Some
people are on edge and are
frightened when they first come.
I tell them they don’t have to
worry, that the place is safe. I
explain where things are in the
centre and show them around B
wing, the induction wing, and
tell them about all the other

wings.
I go to meetings with Brook
House managers, the IMB,
UKBA and the medical staff. At
these meetings I can tell them
what detainees want to be improved. For example, the new
gym in Brook House doesn’t
have good ventilation, we need
this to be improved.
Another part of my job is to
make sure the wings are clean
and tidy. Some officers don’t
like me nosing about! But it is
my job. I take my job seriously
and want to make things better
for detainees here. It’s a good
thing for me because I get to
communicate with people. I
managed to stop many fights
between detainees, explaining
that it isn’t worth it. We’re already in enough trouble with
our lives without making things
worse for ourselves.

I see myself as a mentor. If detainees are having a difficult
time, I help them out and give
advice and guidance. One man
was having arguments with his
wife and wanted to leave the
UK. He has kids here and I told
him he had to try and fight for
his kids, or he would regret it.
He went on hunger strike and I
used to go to his cell and see
how he was. I told him he is only
hurting himself and nobody really cares if he doesn’t eat. He
speaks to his wife and kids on
the phone now and eats his
meals.
After doing this work, if I am released, I want to help kids who
are misbehaving and tell them
about life. I think it is a good
thing for me.

Alvin Brissett

Sarma—a favourite Romany Gypsy recipe

•1 large ham slice

From a former Gatwick detainee

•1 can tomato sauce

•1 large head cabbage, 3 to 4 pounds

• 6 tablespoons canola oil (or sunflower oil)

•1 pound ground pork

• 4 tablespoons flour

•1/2 pound ground beef
•1 teaspoon salt
•1 teaspoon paprika
•1/2 teaspoon black pepper
•2 large eggs, well beaten
•1/2 cup raw rice, rinsed
•1 jar sauerkraut, rinsed and drained
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Life is a journey that has
many encumbrances and difficulties blocking the way that
you really want to follow and
this can make you very distraught and uncertain of your
direction. But we should never
be discouraged. Indeed, we
should cheer ourselves up.
Your family and your friends
are involved in your situation
and any feeling of yours will
affect them. Therefore, your
happiness is theirs; your sadness is theirs. Everyone
knows forgiveness is easier
said than done. I just want to
mention to you that it is pointless living in a vicious circle
as this makes you lose yourself. While we are in this special condition we should contemplate and think deeply
about the meaning of life.
Think about, for example, not
dwelling on the injustices you
have experienced and being
able to forgive. It is wonderful
to have forgiveness and great
mercy inside your heart. It will
make you feel better.
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Love is so powerful. Our lives
cannot function without it.
Love will boost hope inside
our hearts and then it is as if
the light of dawn is coming
into the darkness. It will fill
you with warmth and dissolve
your misery. A proverb in the
Bible (Romans 5: 3-5) says:
“knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character,
and character produces
hope, and hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s
love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to
us.”
I am an ordinary person. Despite having undergone
many arduous experiences in
my past, they have not destroyed me. In fact they have
made me strong. I feel
stronger than ever because I
have an invincible faith in
God. He always gives me the
best. Even though at the moment I am writing this article

in the detention centre, I am
still feeling how lucky I am.
God has been very merciful
with me because I have many
close friends encouraging me
every second. One of them
has treated me like a member
of her own family. I am so
grateful to her and to my solicitor and to the people at the
Gatwick Detainees Welfare
Group who visit me and work
hard for me. I never thought
that I would be in this terribly
unjust situation, but I am so
profoundly grateful to these
people. It makes all the difference.
Because of encouragement
my fear is gone
Because of hope I can face
tomorrow
Because of love I will stay
strong
Because of faith I will never
feel down
Li, March 2012

Preparation:
1. One day before, cut the core out of the cabbage and salt the cavity. Place cabbage in large pot of boiling water.
Add bread, cover, turn off heat and let stand overnight. The following day, separate the cabbage leaves.
2. Mix together pork, beef, salt, paprika, pepper, eggs and rice. Place 1 tablespoon on each cabbage leaf and roll
up. You may need to tie the cabbage leaf with some string.
3. Place half the sauerkraut in a pot (casserole pot is fine) with a cover. Place ham on top of that, add the sarms
(cabbage wraps) and top with the remaining sauerkraut, tomato sauce and enough water to cover. Bring to a boil
on the hob and then reduce the heat. Cover and cook in the oven at 180 for 1 hour.
4. Make a sauce by combining oil and flour in a small skillet, stirring constantly until mixture thickens and turns
light brown. Add some of the cooking liquid and stir until smooth. Add this thickener to the sarma in the pot. Mix
thoroughly and cook 1 more hour.
If you wanted to make a vegetarian version, you could substitute the meat filling with mixed diced vegetables
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Avoiding the quick and comfortable
bus route I decide to take the road
less travelled from Ghana to Cote
d’Ivoire. I find myself in the border
town of Doorma awaiting the departure of the mobile scrap heap posing
as a taxi where I am treated to my
second marriage proposal of the
week, although the lack of a shared
language, or any remaining space in
the taxi render this a rather impractical proposition we all part on good
terms.
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Volunteers’ page
matter of minutes, the last of the
kitty money smoothing the way. The
bribing process has left me without
a stamp in my passport so I am
dropped at Agnibilekourou, the first
town to qualify for some tarmac on
the Ivorian side of the border and
given instructions to get a taxi to the
police station. The kindly Muslim
checks I am pointed
in the right direction
and we bid a cheery
au revoir. I leave my
bag with the ticket
man to head to the police station.
You may wonder why I would consider leaving my rucksack with a man I
don't know in a tumbledown, open
sided shack in a crumbling taxi park,
in a country blighted by years of violent instability, but having passed
through countless transport hubs I
have never come close to seeing my
bag disappearing or being interfered
with. Besides, local methods of dealing with thieves have a reasonable
deterrent value: there being little
point in waiting for the ineffective
police force, anyone caught tends to
be bludgeoned senseless by a crowd
of willing helpers and in some places
left naked to add humiliation to serious injury.

The road less travelled:
Overland to Cote D’Ivoire
As always in Africa to get a front seat
to yourself you have to pay for two
places, so I share the front seat with
a kindly Muslim who has the pleasure
of the hand brake wedged into his left
buttock. He has trouble grasping the
concept of people such as myself with
no belief in God. Whilst holding no
animosity to people of other religions
or myself it is simply an idea beyond
his experience, "what kind of thing is
this" he mutters incredulously a number of times. In spite of this we have a
highly engaging discussion on matters of religion and social issues as
we leave tarmac far behind, bouncing
on faded French suspension, accompanied by the rattling of windows and
body panels, the path becoming increasingly narrow and rutted. A great
cloud of dust billows in our wake and
once in a while we chew upon the
same from a rare vehicle coming in
the opposite direction. We all chip in
a few coins to bribe the Ivorian guard
posts so they will not detain us unduly by looking through all our baggage.
It says much about the state of a
country that it only requires around
50p from each of us to bribe our way
past several checkpoints. On two
occasions uniformed men look at my
passport briefly but don't even bother
to check if I have a visa.
At no point do we pass any sign indicating our arrival in Cote d'Ivoire and
the final customs post delays us for a

The police station seems lacking in
passport stamps or anyone capable
of operating one so I sit around for
the best part of an hour while a policeman departs on his moped in a
search. Sitting outside the station
with a relaxing officer, people come
and go, some to report crimes, some
for a chat. A man casually wielding a
machette seems to arouse no particular interest, I ask the officer when
he last saw a tourist, "Hmmm", he
pondered, "a long time ago".
Passport duly stamped and back at
the taxi park, my bag safe and
sound, I am half way through my
30p worth of fried plantain and

boiled egg when it’s suddenly time to
hit the collection of potholes which is
referred to as the road to Abengourou.
An hour and a half of slaloming over
the remaining patches of flat asphalt
and ploughing through clouds of dust,
we arrive. Standing at the first convenient hotel, stained brown from head to
foot with road dirt, well glued with tropical sweat, I was somewhat disheartened to learn that it was full, this was,
after all, hardly a tourist hotspot. A
religious bash and the forthcoming
Yam festival (a celebration of that hardy tuber and the region's favourite,
starchy, food stodge) had seemingly
booked up the entire town's accommodation, but, to no benefit to themselves the staff spent a quarter of an
hour phoning absolutely every number
they had to find me somewhere to
stay, thankfully with eventual success
and they even found me a taxi to get
there, gave him instructions and ensured he would only charge me the
going rate.
Showered and refreshed I walk round
the corner form the hotel to the nearest maquis, these prolific institutions
are cafe/bars and perform a similar
social function of the English pub. Arriving around 7pm and soon chatting
with the locals who said I was the first
white tourist they'd had, the evening
ends with rolling out of a club at 1am
with a dozen of my new found friends,
having been christened with the Ivorian name Kwajo. Jeaneane, the daughter of the maquis's owner was celebrating her birthday so I had bought
her a beer, more friends had shown up
and much beer and hilarity ensued,
including some fairly ridiculous dancing. The bouncer informed me he had
never seen a white man in the club
before but was polite enough not to
mention the dancing.
And to think I could have taken the
nice comfortable bus...no thanks!
Graham Askey, Brighton volunteer
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GDWG news
 GDWG completed our first vis-

its to a family in the Cedars
Pre-Departure Accomodation
recently. The family in question were subsequently released.
 We are keen to try and find

Mandarin-speaking volunteers,
as the Chinese population in
the Gatwick IRCs are typically
quite hard to reach, due to language difficulties. If anyone
has any contacts in any local
Chinese communities, please
let us know.
 Our four-year Big Lottery grant
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GDWG Art competition
After focus groups with
detainees and exdetainees suggesting to us
that we needed to think
again about the posters we
were displaying in Brook
House and Tinsley House,
we held an art competition
in Tinsley House for detainees to make designs for us
that were meaningful for
them.

has now begun. As part of
this, we would like to remind
all visitors to send in completed volunteer feedback forms
once the detainee you are visiting has left the centre. You
can find these on the volunteer
pages of the website.
 A big thank you to Juliette

Wales from the Dover Detainee Visitor Group’s ExDetainee Project, for coming
to our most recent allvolunteer training session. She
led a very interesting and informative session on how visitors might be able to support
ex-detainees who have been
released back into UK society.
 We will shortly be advertising

for a new GDWG staff member, to cover Louise’s maternity leave. We are currently
working on the job description
and other related documents,
and will be advertising in due
course. We will circulate these
details once they are all finalised.

These are the two winning
posters – one collage and
one watercolour - and both
conveying what is special
about GDWG in very different and eye-catching ways.

Our thanks to Jasmine, the
art teacher in Tinsley
House, who helped us run
the competition. And here
she is with Nic handing
over the certificates she
presented to the winners
along with their £20 prize..
Congratulations to Li and
Hajri!

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group
The Orchard
Gleneagles Court
Brighton Road
Crawley RH10 6AD
Phone: 01293 657070
Fax: 01293 474001
Email: info@gdwg.org.uk
Website: www.gdwg.org.uk

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group is a
registered charity, set up in 1995 to offer
friendship and support to asylum seekers
and other immigration detainees held in
detention at Gatwick Airport.

Dates for your diary
Next area group meetings:


Brighton: June 7th



Crawley: June 12th



Horsham: June 13th



Oxted: June 26th



Reigate: May 30th

June 21st: The Longest Day!

Deportees: Destined for a life in the slums?
There are regular charter flights
leaving Stansted Airport, usually
about once a fortnight or so, carrying large numbers of Afghan refugees, removing them back to the
war-torn country that they left in
search of sanctuary. With a recent
spate of attacks on the city of Kabul
and increased fighting in rural areas, the security situation is becoming increasingly volatile.
Because of recent events in Afghanistan, at least two charter flights
were cancelled in March and April.
The Guardian reported that eleven
members of Reliance staff, the
company that escorts people during removals, had refused to fly to
Kabul, resulting in their suspension
from work. They deemed the situation in Afghanistan too unsafe for
them to travel there.
A recent report written by Amnesty
‘International, Fleeing War, Finding
Misery: The Plight of the Internally
Displaced in Afghanistan’, stated
that approximately half a million
Afghans have been internally dis-

placed due to increased fighting in
the country. In Kabul, slums surround the city, accommodating
the displaced in poor make-shift
shelters with little access to blankets, water and food. The Afghan
government reports that at least
forty people in the slums of Kabul
have frozen to death this winter.
Civilian deaths in the country have
increased year on year, since 2007.
Despite the deteriorating situation
in Afghanistan, the Border Agency
continues to insist that it is a safe
country to return people to. They
detain and remove Afghans in
large numbers,; around fifty people for each charter flight. We

meet people in Brook House and
Tinsley House who watch the news
and are very well informed of the
situation in their home country. Often these are young men who came
as unaccompanied children and
have now reached the age of eighteen, so no longer need protection,
in the eyes of UKBA. Contact with
family members in Afghanistan, if
they had any family left, has long
been severed. With images from
the news fresh in their minds, they
are escorted off to Stansted Airport,
perhaps for a life in the slums now
engulfing Kabul.
Louise Peim

