
  GDWG Spring 
Newsletter 2015

Welcome to the first GDWG 
‘themed’ newsletter!

‘Refugee Tales’ is the way 
that GDWG is celebrating 
Refugee Week in June this 
year and, as the project is 
being managed by three 
volunteer-led committees, 
this newsletter features more 
articles written by our 
volunteers than in any 
newsletter before. This is a 
tribute to the commitment of 
our volunteers. Thank you all. 
In addition to the dedicated 

volunteers on the organising 
committees, we have 
volunteers in the catering 
team, in the support crew, 
stage-managing the events, 
leafleting and giving talks on 
the project. We have 
volunteers baking cakes for 
the walkers, volunteers 
recruiting Patrons, a 
volunteer updating the 
Refugee Tales website, a 
volunteer chiropodist coming 
to tend sore feet on the 
walk, volunteers attending 
the ex-detainee drama 

workshops, volunteers taking 
on publicity tasks…and that’s 
just a small sample of the 
volunteer participation. We 
hope this newsletter gives 
you a flavour of all that 
Refugee Tales involves. 
Please share the newsletter 
with friends and contacts. We 
hope it gives you a tool to 
increase awareness of our 
eighty mile walk in solidarity 
with detainees and refugees. 

Anna Pincus

Refugee Tales Coordinator

Volunteers Rule OK!

www.refugeetales.org

"The Canterbury Tales 
collected together a host of 
stories about the lives of a 
set of travellers in England in 
the thirteenth century. From 
my experience as a current 
day lawyer, refugees' stories 
are just as affecting: 
horrifying but also life-
affirming, frightening but also 

uplifting. Our humanity is 
measured by our empathy 
and willingness to step into 
the shoes of others. The idea 
of sharing the migrant's 
experience by travelling with 
them and lending an ear as 
well as a hand is ingenious. 
This is a journey worthy of 
our support. " Helena Kennedy QC



 

10 Facts about Refugee Tales
1.Fifteen contemporary writers are 
writing refugee tales that will be 
performed (two each evening) in free 
events. This is your chance to hear Ali 
Smith, Marina Lewycka, Chris Cleave, 
Abdulrazak Gurnah and more, reading 
new work written in collaboration with 
ex-detainees and refugees.
2.Refugee Tales is inspired by The 
Canterbury Tales and Chaucer expert, 
Sarah James, will set the tales in 
context at the first performance. 
3.Walkers can sign up to walk for a 
single day or for the full nine days 
from Dover to Crawley via Canterbury. 

4. Refugee Tales starts with a launch event in Dover on 13th June.
5. There is one free day on the route for walkers to explore Rochester where there 

will be a lunchtime showing of the film ‘Hamedullah: The Road Home’.
6. Ex-detainees will walk with us and have been Refugee Tales Ambassadors on our 

committees. Fifteen ex-detainees have been collaborating with Bridges Arts 
Group to develop ‘The Ex-Detainees Tale’ which will be the final performance 
event.

7. The Refugee Tales Fringe Events, every day of the walk for the interest of the 
walkers, include a wildlife expert on the walk, a talk by a landscape archaeologist, 
star gazing one evening, a talk by Iain Sinclair on the philosophy of walking and 
Canadian poet Steven Collis giving a talk entitled ‘At Home where we are walking: 
Commons, Territories and Mobility.’ 

8. Storyteller and artist Kathryn Holt is going into local schools to run Refugee 
Tales inspired workshops.

9. The walk ends with a reprise of the tales at The Hawth theatre with host Yasmin 
Alibhai-Brown. The walkers will arrive at the theatre at the end of their walk for 
an evening of music, prose, poetry, drama and more. Tickets are available from 
The Hawth box office 01293 553636.

10.Refugee Tales will reach audiences on the walk who are interested in walking, in 
contemporary literature as well as those who wish to show their solidarity with 
refugees and detainees. We will raise awareness of indefinite detention in the UK. 
Contact refugeetales@gdwg.org.uk if you would like to be part of the project.

#RefugeeTales

mailto:refugeetales@gdwg.org.uk
mailto:refugeetales@gdwg.org.uk


 

Walking and 
Talking!
Walking sections of the North Downs Way 
on the practice walks has been a great 
joy. I have so much enjoyed getting to 
know the other walkers and the footpaths 
that we will be walking in June. As we 
have walked we have moved between 
groups and by the end will have had 
interesting varied conversations. We have 
also seen the countryside unfold from 
mid-winter to spring with the changing 
wildflowers and birdlife as the year has 
advanced.

We have had varied weather, some good 
and some bad, and on the early walks we 
encountered thick mud on some sections 
of the paths. It was hard going! If we can 
keep cheerful and walk in these 
conditions the walk in the summer should 
be a breeze…

I have found the kindness of other 
walkers an inspiration. Everyone has been 
very generous in looking out for each 
other and picnics have been shared – it is 
always more fun eating what someone 
else has prepared!

A number of ex-detainees, who have 
experienced incarceration in Immigration 
Removal Centres, have been on the 
practice walks. We have had some 
wonderful conversations and have shared 
stories about our lives. It is hard for many 
ex detainees, who have virtually no 
money and are not permitted to work 
while their cases are being resolved, to fill 
the days and they have told me that the 

walks have given them a real boost.  It 
has been good to introduce them to the 
English countryside. I do wonder if they 
find us Brits rather eccentric in our 
pastimes, walking through the mud in 
every weather and eating sandwiches 
perched on damp logs!

Christina Fitzsimons 
Chair of Refugee Tales Walk Committee 

#RefugeeTales



 

Mustard Seed 
Victories
Refugee Tales has opened 
the doors to conversations 
with people whose curiosity 
has been piqued when I tell 
them about this pilgrimage 
adventure.  To be able to 
initiate conversations with 
neither prejudice nor 
parsimony already feels like 
a victory.  To deepen my 
understanding and other 
people’s awareness of the 
situation feels like another.  
Step by step, I feel excited 
about going someplace and 
sharing the experience.

I attend a United Reformed 
Church (Crossway URC) in 
Elephant & Castle, London, 
where we accommodate a 
refugee and asylum seekers 
welfare group and have 
taken part in winter 
homeless shelters organised 
by the Robes Project.  
Perspective is a mighty thing 
in realising how fortunate I 
am; many people have 
simply not had the same 
advantages*.

Given the chance to 
participate in The Walk, I am 
told that Preparation is vital.  
So as I look for hiking boots 
(with some trepidation that 
they all seem to be mud-
coloured); search for the 

best remedies for a blister 
kit (judging by the pick ‘n’ 
mix variety, evidently there 
is no reliable panacea for 
these blasted bubbles); and 
calmly observe that there is 
no sleeping bag designed for 
a starfish-sleeper, I feel 
encouraged, blessed, and 
still smiling, to remember 
note-to-self above*.

Christal Bratley 

(Christal heard about 
Refugee Tales when Mary 
gave a presentation on 
the project to the 
Churches Refugee 
Network Conference).

Telling Tales!
At the first meeting of the 
Refugee Tales committee, I 
remember saying that the 
project would fail if we all 
had a wonderful time walking 
and talking our way from 
Dover to Crawley but did not 
attract any media interest 
either locally or nationally.  
So I feel a great deal of 
pressure on the Press and 
Publicity Committee and me 
as Chair, to ensure that this 
amazing event gets the 
publicity it deserves. 

It was vital that the website 
should be accessible and 
informative and above all 
look good.  We were 
delighted with the offer from 
Outlandish, website design 

company. Lauren and John 
constantly update it as we 
add details about our writers 
and contributors and inform 
our walkers and patrons. See 
refugeetales.org We are very 
grateful to the University of 
Kent Press Office who are 
offering their database to 
allow us to contact 
newsrooms and journalists 
directly.  We have had 
interest from a Radio 4 
programme and hope that is 
just the start.

Over the past months we 
have attended conferences 
(including the Refugee Week 
conference) written articles 
for parish magazines and 
talked to many groups and 
individuals (including Dover 
Big Local) and given a local 

radio interview.  It is clear 
that Refugee Tales is unique 
and exciting; it is a story 
worth telling about those 
who so frequently go 
unheard.

Mary Barrett

Chair of Refugee Tales Press 
and Publicity Committee

#RefugeeTales

http://refugeetales.org
http://refugeetales.org


 

An  evening  of  particular  importance  to  GDWG  is 
Charing on 16th June where The Detainee’s Tale and 
The  Visitor’s  Tale  will  be  be  heard  at  the  very 
beautiful  Charing  Church  Barn.  Ali  Smith  and  Hubert 
Moore  will  perform  these  tales.  Ali  and  Hubert  have 
both made visits to Brook House IRC. We are inviting 
all  the  writers  taking  part  to  visit  the  Immigration 
Detention Centre.

Bridges  Arts  Group  are  holding  drama 
workshop at the London Nautical School in 
Waterloo  for  fourteen  ex-detainees  and 
young  people  from  the  school.  This  will 
lead  to  the  development  of  the  Ex-
Detainees  Tale  which  will  be  performed  by 
ex-detainees  and  young  people  at  The 
Hawth  theatre  on  21  June.  Workshop 
improvisations  were  inspired  by  Kafka’s 
‘Metamorphosis’.

We  are  delighted  to  announce  that 
Ugandan  born  journalist  and  author 
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown will be the Refugee 
Tales host at The Hawth theatre on 21st 
June  2015.  The  evening  will  include 
music,  a  reprise  of  some  of  the  Tales, 
The  Ex-Detainees  Tale  plus  a  few 
surprises! 

Performance  poet  John  Hegley,  will  be  performing  at 
Knockholt  Village  Hall  on  the  evening  of  The  Deportee’s 
Tale  and  The  Friend’s  Tale.  Come  on  19th  June  to  hear 
John. Recurring themes in his work are glasses, dogs, and 
his  childhood  in  Luton!  If  you’ve  missed  his  mandolin 
playing  at  The  Edinburgh  Festival,  this  is  your  chance  to 
hear his  innovative and popular  style.  Hegley performs to 
sell-out  audiences  at  literature  festivals  and  is  now 
coming to Knockholt village hall for Refugee Tales in June. 

#RefugeeTales

http://literature.britishcouncil.org/ali-smith
http://literature.britishcouncil.org/ali-smith


 

A Walk in 
Solidarity
We asked one of the ex-
detainees (who has signed 
up to join all nine days of the 
walk) why he wanted to join 
us on the journey….

"Because I've been to 
detention before and all the 
stress, go through the court, 
intimidating you, going to 
send you back - 'oh you 
going to be in the prison'. 
They shout at you, try to 
knock your confidence down. 
So, every time, day and 
night, you live in fear. They 

treat you like you're in 
prison. It makes you feel 
really bad. So, I just imagine 
other people, in that 
situation like me before, so 
that's why I go for the 
Refugee Tales Walk. To 
support them. To give them 
a kind of like support. That's 
what I can do for them. 

For the people in detention 
and the people still waiting 

for the result. The people 
who waiting for decision.

That's my way I can stand 
for them. Because I can't say 
I am going to give them 
other support. I can't 
support them with money or 
food. That's the only way I 
can support them, to stand 
for them. I think it will be 
nice and they will know there 
is someone who is with 
them. Thank you for 
everybody who is coming on 
this walk.”

Morris

Guest Walker

#RefugeeTales

A visitor’s 
perspective
‘Do you like walking?’ was 
one of the questions 
during my interview to 
become a new GDWG 
visitor. ‘Yes’, I replied, 
with no inkling of what 
was to come.

Refugee Tales is a 
brilliantly simple idea. For 
me, it conjures up so 
many of the different 
facets of immigration 
detention that I am 
encountering as I visit. It 
tells the hidden stories of 
those seeking refuge, and 
the complex webs of 
people and procedures 

that they experience. 
Sharing these stories 
through the physical acts 
of walking and performing 
seems to me to be a very 
powerful idea indeed. It 
embodies conviviality, 
imagination and creativity. 
It demands commitment 
of time, body and soul. 
We don’t presume to be 
play-acting the plight of 
so many who have to walk 
in desperate 
circumstances, but we 
can honour their stories 
and bear witness to our 
desire for the end of 
indefinite detention.

Frankly, I was anxious that 
I might not be up to it, 
yet I’ve joined in some of 
the practice walks and it’s 

been a lot of fun so far. 
We’ve been meeting 
fortnightly, some 
travelling for over two 
hours to reach the 
rendezvous. We chat and 
get to know each other 
gently as we walk through 
the landscape. We help 
each other over stiles and 
share hot cross buns. We 
discuss the plans for 
showers in village halls 
and bias binding for 
bunting. We are 
competitive in seeing who 
has the most mud up their 
trousers. We look forward 
to the next time.  
‘Do you like walking?’ 
‘Yes’.

Avril Loveless
GDWG Volunteer Visitor



 

Out and About…
In the 
footsteps of 
the pilgrims
Canterbury Cathedral was 
the destination for 
Chaucer’s storytelling 
pilgrims. And every day 
pilgrims of different 
faiths, or none, continue 
to stop at Canterbury 
Cathedral for a blessing 
on their walks.  So it 
seems fitting that the 
Refugee Tales’ walkers 
should follow in their 
footsteps and visit the 

cathedral on arrival in 
Canterbury. 

Moreover, Canterbury 
Cathedral has a special 
connection with refugees, 
that is, perhaps, less well 
known.  Many French 
Huguenots who fled to 
England from religious 
persecution in the 
seventeenth century 
settled in Canterbury 
where they were given a 
dedicated space within 
the cathedral for their 
church services.  Today, 
their descendants still 
continue to meet in the 
cathedral every Sunday 

for a worship service 
conducted in French.  

By special arrangement, 
Canterbury Cathedral has 
kindly agreed to hold a 
service in the Crypt for 
the Refugee Tales walkers 
and supporters on Sunday 
14th June.  The progress 
will pause as it passes the 
site of the martyrdom of 
Archbishop Thomas 
Becket with its simple 
memorial to martyrs - yet 
another apt symbol for 
the Refugee Tales.  

Mary Sutton 

Refugee Tales Committee

Rest in 
Rochester
Weary walkers will enjoy a 
rest day in Rochester on 
18th June where a 
lunchtime film screening 
will be held at the Friends 
Meeting House.

Rochester’s attractive  
city centre has a nine 
hundred year old 
cathedral and castle which 

the Normans built on the 
remains of Roman walls in 
around 1088. 

Historical Rochester has a 
thread of compassion 
running through it. There 
is A Poor Travellers 
House, an alms house and  
the Huguenot Heritage 
Centre or French Hospital 
which tells of the 
provision made for 
escaping french 
protestants from 

persecution in the mid 
sixteenth century. 

Rochester was the home 
of Charles Darwin. Links 
with Charles Dickens can 
be found. The Tourist 
Information office in the 
main street will be a good 
place to start your visit. 
There is much to discover 
and enjoy your visit!

Jennifer Tindle

Outreach Committee

#RefugeeTales



 

#RefugeeTales

A bagful of 
stories 
My name is Kathryn Holt. I 
am a storyteller and arts 
practitioner and I am 
delighted to be involved in 
the “Refugee Tales” 
project. I visited a 
detainee held in the Brook 
House immigration 
removal centre to gain 
some insight into the 
reality of life for 
detainees. As the 
detainee shared his story 
with me I realised how 
many other lives were 
affected by the holding of 
one individual under 
threat of deportation. 
I realised that GDWG 
provides a listening  ear  
for the stories of the 
detainees and that with 
the “Refugee Tales” 
project these stories are 
being retold and heard 

beyond the walls of the 
detention centres. 

I will be spending a day 
each in two primary 
schools in Deal, telling a 
story inspired by an 
African folktale, about 
how stories first came 
into the world. The story 
is of a journey recorded 

and remembered by the 
collection of objects into 
a bag along the way.   I 
will be working with the 
children to make a fabric 
bag that will be handed to 
the “Refugee Tales” 
walkers at the beginning 
of their journey from 

Dover to Crawley. On the 
walk they will collect 
markers and reminders of 
the journey, and of the 
refugee tales they tell and 
hear. These reminders will 
be put inside the bag so it 
becomes a “Story Bag”. 
Some of the walkers will 
then return it to the 
school to share the tales 
of their journey with the 
children.

We hope that the 
stereotypes conjured by 
the labels “refugee” and 
“asylum  seeker” can be 
challenged by sharing  
some of the many 
different stories of 
persecution and  struggle, 
exile and detention, 
resilience and hope, that 
make up the experience of 
detainees in Britain today.

Kathryn Holt

Storyteller and Artist

Youth 
Ambassadors… 
for Refugee Tales are joining us from 
Crawley Young Person’s Council. The 
young people will be running talks on 
Refugee Tales in the community and 
hosting GDWG Patrons at The Hawth. 
Our thanks to CYPC.



 

#RefugeeTales

Come to the 
Launch!
It’s just over a year since 
the GDWG Outreach 
Committee hit upon the 
idea of a Refugee Walk – 
and now we find ourselves 
only a few weeks from the 
launch of Refugee Tales 
on June 13th.  This has 
been widely recognised as 
an imaginative event with 
obvious echoes of 
Canterbury Tales as the 
walkers share their stories 
along the route. 

Before the serious walking 
starts, there will be a 
gathering and send-off in 
Dover Market Square, 
from 10am until the 

walkers’ departure at 
11.30am. 

It will be a colourful event, 
with balloons, stalls, plus 
children from two local 
schools will be involved. 
Live music will be played 
including that from our 
collaboration with ‘Music 
in Detention.’ 

Renowned artist and 
storyteller Kathryn Holt 
will be running a workshop 
in two Dover primary 
schools on the theme of 
Journeying and Refugees.  
The children will be 
surprising and delighting 
us with their creation 
during the send-off event. 

Local dignitaries and the 
Bishop of Dover, Trevor 
Willmott, will be there to 

see the walkers set off.   
We are hoping for some 
uplifting speeches, with at 
least enough uplift to get 
us up that first hill! We 
would always welcome 
support from any of our 
visitors from the Gatwick 
Detainees Welfare Group.

Ann Locke

Outreach Committee

You are 
Invited to 
the
GDWG 
AGM…
Come to The Friary Hall in 
Crawley on 20 May at 
7pm for the GDWG AGM 
and hear David Herd as 
Guest Speaker talking 
about Refugee Tales and 

the partnership between 
GDWG and Kent 
University. David, poet 
critic, teacher and activist 

has been Chair of the 
Artistic Committee and 
will reflect on his work on 
the project. He writes 
‘Those taking part – UK 

residents, asylum seekers, 
refugees alike – will 
collectively assert that we 
reject the way migrants 
to this country are 
represented. Instead, as 
the walk makes its way 
across southern England, 
we will listen to people’s 
actual histories, 
establishing the landscape 
as a shared space for 
those who find 
themselves here.’ We look 
forward to seeing you at 
the AGM!



Glimpses into 
the wild 
world
I feel very glad to be 
taking part in Refugee 
Tales. It feels like a really 
positive and active 
declaration of humanity. 
Along the stretch from 
Dover to Canterbury on 
the first two days of the 
journey, my role will be to 
keep my eyes open (and 
ears, and nose…) for signs 
of wildlife. Without 
distracting keen walkers 
from their rhythm, I hope 
occasional pauses allow us 
to take in some of the wild 
animals and plants 
inhabiting the urban/
suburban/rural terrain 
along our route. 

Through my work as a 
wildlife guide, I’ve seen 
how shared encounters 
with nature can bring 
people closer to one 
another, bridging divides 
of culture and language, 
and I’m hoping this will be 
the case on our walk. 
I have a particular interest 
in migration, having spent 

much of my life working 
with and studying 
migratory birds. 
Might sound a bit 
romantic, but I think the 
freedom with which some 
species adapt to 
conditions, inhabit places, 
or move from one place to 
another can make them 
powerful symbols of life 
and survival for people 
feeling trapped or 
dislocated. 

Socially-constructed ideas 
of territory, property and 
control combine to make 
much of the modern world 

seem alien or unwelcoming 
to many people. Because 
wildlife manages to exist 
despite, around, or 
completely outside those 
jurisdictions, I believe 
glimpses into the lives of 
wild creatures, can provide 
genuine relief and 
inspiration to people… 
even those of us 
overwhelmed by our 
treatment at the hands of 
other human beings and 
institutions. 

Ben Stammers

Wildlife Guide and Artist

GDWG Charity No. 1124328
www.refugeetales.org


